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	Mr P.Earl

East Sussex County Council

Development Control

County Hall St. Annes Crescent

Lewes

East Sussex

BN7 1UE


	Our ref:
SX/2007/101661/05-L01

Your ref:
RR/2474/CC

Date:

05 September 2008




Dear Mr Earl,

BEXHILL TO HASTINGS LINK ROAD: 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ROAD INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL TREATMENT WITH EARTHWORKS, PLANTING, FLOOD AND NOISE ATTENUATION, WILDLIFE COMPENSATION AND FACILITIES FOR 

NON-MOTORISED USERS 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT ADDENDUM (AUGUST 2008)

A259 -  BELLE HILL, BEXHILL ON SEA TO 

B2092 - QUEENSWAY, ST LEONARDS ON SEA

Thank you for your consultation regarding the above which was received on 11 August 2008.  Please quote our reference number on any correspondence.

With regards to the additional information submitted as an addendum to the Environmental Statement, specifically those elements discussed and agreed at the meeting between us, the Council and the consultants on the 22 July 2008, we have the following comments below.
 
To summarise we still maintain our objection to this proposal as the information submitted does not resolve our concerns with regarding the environmental statement.  If the points outlined below are addressed we may be able to withdraw our objection.


Mitigation and Compensation for Ecological Impacts

It was agreed at the meeting that mitigation measures should be commenced as early as possible within the construction phase of the development.  We are pleased to see this reflected in section 12.5.25 of the Addendum to the Environmental Statement. 


Salts


The applicants have mapped the discharge points in relation to known areas of ecological sensitivity.  Those that have been included are landscape designations, SSSI and SNCIs.  These areas however, do not reflect the very local sensitivities of the streams in question as was anticipated during the meeting (as per section 2.3.3 of the Supplementary Information – Hydrology).  

This is recognised in section 12.5.57 of the Addendum to the Environmental Statement, which states that ‘discharge to watercourses would not be concentrated at one site, and would be directed to the lower risk areas where sensitive ecological receptors such as fish spawning or nursery sites, including silt lamprey habitat and crayfish refuge habitat would be avoided.’  This does not appear to have been assessed and we wish to see the discharge points mapped in relation to these receptors as was discussed at the meeting to demonstrate that they are being directed to the lower risk areas.
Habitat Severance, Clear Span Structures and Species Isolation

Within the Supplementary Information – Hydrology, notes of the meeting between the EA and MM, with regards to section 5.6 – clear span structures, it was discussed that the Design and Access statement shows an engineering solution (rather than a soft bank solution as required) in regard to bank and bed crossings for many of the watercourse crossings.  This has not changed, see for example Drawing no 208/31/51 (sectional elevation), 208/31/52, 208/31/53, 208/31/54, 208/31/55, 208/31/56.


It is also referred to in the notes from this meeting that the Addendum to the Environmental Statement will include a set of principles on how to plant and manage a Softbank option.  This appears to have been considered in section 12.5.20 of the Addendum to the ES, but is not reflected in the drawings submitted therefore giving an unclear picture of the proposals.  Note that we are not seeking detailed designs at this stage, however  we do believe that the drawings should reflect the principles of the design which they do not at present. 
In conclusion the points that need addressing to resolve our concerns are:

· Map the discharge points in relation to known ecological receptors to include sensitive local receptors such as; fish spawning or nursery sites, including silt lamprey habitat and crayfish refuge habitat; and
· Include drawings for the bank and bed crossings of the watercourses showing soft bank solutions rather than engineering solutions.
I trust that the above comments are satisfactory but if you require any further information please contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Mr David Reynolds

Senior Sustainable Development Planner




Environment Agency
Guildbourne House Chatsworth Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN11 1LD.

Customer services line: 08708 506 506

Email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk

www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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